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on him often for the same solid advice
and counsel he has given to us for so
many years.

The lives of countless thousands of
disabled and disadvantaged citizens
have been enriched as a result of
Marvin Fifield’s work. As a result, our
nation will benefit for generations to
come. It is a privilege to honor him
today. I am proud to call him a friend.∑

f

SALUTE TO WE THE PEOPLE
STUDENTS

∑ Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, over
the past several days, more than 1,200
students from across the United States
are in Washington to compete in the
national finals of the We the
People . . . The Citizen and the Con-
stitution program. I am proud to an-
nounce that the class from Wyndmere
High School from Wyndmere, North
Dakota represents my state in this na-
tional event. These young scholars
have worked diligently to reach the na-
tional finals and through their experi-
ence have gained a deep knowledge and
understanding of the fundamental prin-
ciples and values of our constitutional
democracy.

The names of these students are:
Brian Boyer, Mandy David, Julie
Dotzenrod, Elizabeth Foertsch, Alissa
Haberman, Lindsey Heitkamp, Lori
Heitkamp, Daniel Hodgson, Jesse Nel-
son, Kari Schultz, Amy Score, John
Totenhagen, and Bobbi Ann Ulvestad. I
would also like to recognize their
teacher, Dave Hodgson, who deserves
much of the credit for the success of
the class, Phil Harmeson, North Dako-
ta’s dedicated state coordinator, dis-
trict coordinator Dan Vainonen, and
Kirk Smith, who serves as a judge for
this year’s competition.

One of the most memorable experi-
ences of my life was when I was one of
55 people chosen to represent all Amer-
icans at a ceremony in the Assembly
Room in Constitution Hall in Philadel-
phia to commemorate the 200th anni-
versary of the writing of the Constitu-
tion. Our Constitution was written by
55 white men, including some of the
most revered men in our nation’s his-
tory. In the Assembly Room, George
Washington’s chair is still sitting at
the front of the room where he presided
over the Constitutional Convention,
along with Ben Franklin and James
Madison.

Two hundred years later, the gath-
ering was noticeably different—this
time it was 55 men, women, minorities.
I got chills sitting in this room because
I had studied in a very small school the
history about Ben Franklin, Madison,
Mason, George Washington—just like
those students participating in the We
the People . . . program are doing
now—and there I was sitting in the
very room where they wrote the Con-
stitution of the United States.

I wish every American could have the
same opportunity to visit Constitution
Hall the way I did, but at the very
least, every young American student

should learn about the history and im-
portance of our Constitution and the
Bill of Rights. The We the People . . .
The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram is the most extensive educational
program in the country developed spe-
cifically to educate young people about
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
Columnist David Broder described the
national finals as ‘‘the place to have
your faith in the younger generation
restored.’’

The class from Wyndmere High
School has worked hard to become
‘‘constitutional experts,’’ and on behalf
of my fellow North Dakotans and my
colleagues in the Senate, I want them
to know we are proud of their hard
work and dedication.∑

f

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL EMS
WEEK

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, almost
one year ago today, I came to the floor
of the Senate to recognize a very im-
portant group of individuals: Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) per-
sonnel.

I would like to take some time again
this year to applaud the selfless efforts
of the men and women who dedicate
themselves to such a worthy cause day
in and day out. For most of us, it is
hard to imagine going to work every
day not having any idea what kind of
tragic situations we may encounter or
what kinds of dangers we might face.
These dedicated individuals overlook
these challenges every day and often
imperil themselves to help those in
need of medical attention.

Unfortunately, especially given the
important work they do, this group
often goes unrecognized. I rise today in
support of National EMS Week and
want to recognize EMS personnel by
celebrating their selfless efforts with
thanks and gratitude. My praise comes
early; while National EMS Week is ob-
served during the third week in May, I
felt it necessary to make these re-
marks today, as many EMS personnel
will be honored this evening at a spe-
cial reception held here in Washington,
DC.

Mr. President, this year’s National
EMS Week theme, ‘‘New Century, New
Hope,’’ encourages a forward-looking,
optimistic approach to identifying and
meeting newly emerging community
challenges. EMS is a complex, inte-
grated system of personnel in both am-
bulances and hospitals that provides
excellent care in emergency medical
situations by affecting safe and effi-
cient transport and treatment until
more advanced medical care can be de-
livered. Importantly, EMS also in-
cludes the person who recognizes an
emergency and summons help through
a phone call to 9–1–1. This is the begin-
ning of a very important chain of com-
munication and care, which results in
saved lives.

During both the 105th and 106th Con-
gresses, I have come to the floor of the
Senate to introduce the Emergency

Medical Services Efficiency Act, S. 911.
This bill was a product of the Emer-
gency Medical Services Advisory Com-
mittee that I formed in 1997 to evaluate
some of the problems facing EMS pro-
viders. Because I believe there is an
overriding public health interest in en-
suring a viable and seamless EMS sys-
tem, I continue to pursue passage of S.
911.

This legislation attempts to create
acceptable government standards for
EMS providers and allows expansion in
the next century to enable providers to
better serve their local communities. A
first priority included in my bill is for
‘‘prudent layperson’’ language to ac-
company the approval of EMS services
under many medical plans, especially
Medicare. One of the most fiscally dis-
ruptive forces is the denial of emer-
gency transport due to a physician’s
reevaluation of what ‘‘seemed’’ critical
and is later labeled as being ‘‘medically
unnecessary.’’ Portions of this legisla-
tion have already been approved by the
Senate. In addition, S. 911 calls for
EMS providers to play a role in the
process of providing recommendations
on how federal regulatory policy is
made. I think this makes sense, and
most importantly, it gives EMS pro-
viders a clear voice in identifying and
finding a solution to the most chal-
lenging aspects of critical care deliv-
ery.

On an annual basis, the American
Ambulance Association recognizes
EMS personnel from around the coun-
try for their selfless contributions to
their profession, and presents them
with the Star of Life Award. This year,
94 individuals were chosen by their
peers to receive this prestigious award.
I would like to personally thank those
honorees for their service, and com-
mend them on the respect they have
generated for themselves and their pro-
fession amongst their peers and the
public.

Again, I would like to applaud the ef-
forts of all EMS personnel. They have
the sometimes unenviable task of
cleaning up the messes that life affords
every community, but they do it with
pride and they do it well. I plan to do
everything in my power to provide
these individuals with the additional
tools and loud voice that they have
earned through their devotion to our
local communities.

Mr. President, I ask that the names
of the year 2000 American Ambulance
Association’s Star of Life honorees be
printed in the RECORD.

The list of honorees follows:
AMERICAN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION—2000

STARS OF LIFE

Dub Morris, Columbia County Ambulance
Service, AZ.

Barbara K. Clark, Rural/Metro—Southwest
Ambulance, AZ.

David Stockton, Rural/Metro—Southwest
Ambulance, AZ.

David Atkins, American Medical Response,
CA.

Rachelle Byler, American Medical Re-
sponse, CA.

Bert DeMello, American Medical Response,
CA.
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